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Ms. Ratliff, Dr. Vladovic - Supporting Student Success and Strengthening Our Communities 
Through Local Legislative Advocacy (Res 051-15/16) Noticed April 12, 2016  

ADOPTED BY CONSENT VOTE on May 10, 2016 

Whereas, The Los Angeles Unified School District enrolls over 640,000 students in grades K-12;  

Whereas, The majority of the District’s students cannot vote to make their voices heard by civic 
leaders and legislators;  

Whereas, The Governing Board of the Los Angeles Unified School District and the 
Superintendent of Schools employ the Office of Government Relations to advocate on behalf of 
the District and its students and families for State and Federal policies and funding that benefit 
students and improve teaching and learning;  

Whereas, Research shows that factors that arise both inside and outside of school affect a 
student’s ability to learn and, therefore, school-centric reforms alone cannot effectively narrow 
the opportunity and achievement gaps;  

Whereas, Local municipal governments have purview over policies in the areas of housing, 
employment, transportation, environment, safety, and civil rights that impact children and their 
families outside of school;  

Whereas, Policies enacted by local municipalities could also have an impact on the District’s 
operations and budget; and  

Whereas, The District includes most of the City of Los Angeles, along with all or portions of 31 
cities and unincorporated areas in Los Angeles County; now, therefore, be it  

Resolved, That the Governing Board of the Los Angeles Unified School District reaffirms its 
commitment to equal opportunity for educational excellence for all students;  

Resolved further, That the Board hereby directs the Superintendent to expand the mission of the 
Office of Government Relations to include local municipal and county governments;  

Resolved further, That the Office of Government Relations will henceforth monitor the 
legislative affairs of local municipalities and the County to determine opportunities for advocacy 
on behalf of the District, its students and families, as well as to keep abreast of policies that 
would impact the District’s budget and operations; and, be it finally  

Resolved, That the Office of Government Relations will henceforth contact the elected 
representatives and their staff in the County and cities within the District to communicate the 
District’s stance on relevant issues and advocate for policies that benefit students and families.  

	  


